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Thoughts from the Fathers
"According to St. Paul (cf. Rom. 15:16), you 'minister' the
Gospel only when, having yourself participated in the light of
Christ, you can pass it on actively to others. Then you sow the
Logos like a divine seed in the fields of your listeners' souls.
'Let your speech be always filled with grace', says St. Paul
(Col. 4:6), 'seasoned' with divine goodness. Then it will impart
grace to those who listen to you with faith. Elsewhere St. Paul,
calling the teachers tillers and their pupils the fields they till
(cf. 2 Tim. 2:6), wisely presents the former as plowers and
sowers of the divine Logos and the latter as the fertile soil,

yielding a rich crop of virtues. True ministry is not simply a
celebration of sacred rites; it also involves participation in
divine blessings and the communication of these blessings to
others."
~ St. Gregory of Sinai
"Peter was first given the keys, but then he was allowed to fall
into sin by denying Christ; and so his pride was humbled by his
fall. Do not be surprised, then, if after receiving the keys of
spiritual knowledge you fall into various evil thoughts. Glorify
our Lord, for He alone is wise: through setbacks of this kind
He restrains the presumption that we tend to feel because of
our advance in the knowledge of God. Trials and temptations
are the reins whereby God in His providence restrains our
human arrogance."
~ St. John of Karpathos.
"Humble Service: For the Lord wishes and admonishes this
when He said,'He who wishes to be first and great among you,
let him be the last and the minister and servant of all.'
Therefore it is necessary that service before others be without a
reward, nor should it bestow on the server any honor or glory,
so as not to contradict Scripture by appearing 'pleasing to men'
or 'serving to the eyes.' Not serving men, but the Lord alone, let
him keep to the narrow path. Let him submit promptly to the
single yoke of the Lord and carry it patiently in order to be
brought with pleasure to his end with positive love."
~ St. Macarius the Great
"For what else is the feast, but the constant worship of God,
and the recognition of godliness, and unceasing prayers from
the whole heart with agreement? So Paul wishing us to be ever
in this disposition, commands, saying, 'Rejoice evermoere;
pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks.' Not therefore
separately, but unitedly and collectively, let us all keep the
feast together, as the prophet exhorts, saying, 'O come, let us
rejoice in the Lord, let us make a joyful noise unto God our
Savior.' Who then is so negligent, or who so disobedient to the

divine voice, as not to leave everything, and run to the general
and common assembly of the feast?"
~ St. Athanasius the Great
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Sermon delivered by Bishop Nikolai
(Velimirovic)
Pascha, 1934; Ochrid
Here is a mystery: Why did Christ rise from the dead?
The key: Because Life could not remain in the grave. A thousand
years before, the Prophet foretold concerning Christ:
...nor wilt Thou suffer Thy Holy One to see corruption (Ps. 15:10)
Each Christian feast raises hundreds of questions and gives hundreds
of answers. The questions are from men, the answers come from God
through the feasts. This is especially true with the feast of Christ’s
Resurrection. Here He opens for us with His keys hundreds of locked
doors. For God has more answers than man has questions; He has
more keys than man has mysteries. Let us, then, consider a few such
questions.
Here is a mystery: Why did Christ rise from the dead?
The key: Because Life could not remain in the grave. A thousand
years before, the Prophet foretold concerning Christ:
...nor wilt Thou suffer Thy Holy One to see corruption (Ps. 15:10)
Christ revealed the living God, the Father, to the world; He revealed
the heavens, the living realm of angelic hosts; He revealed life after
death and the eternal heavenly kingdom. Would, then, the Restorer
of life remain in the darkness of the grave and the embrace of death?
Christ raised Jairus’ daughter and the son of the widow of Nain and
Lazarus of Bethany. Would He Who raised others not raise up
Himself? Truly He arose; He could not do otherwise by virtue of His
essence, His power, His greatness. Weak is the force of death that
aspired to hold down the Giver of Life in its abyss. Small is the
mouth of death that aspired to strangle the Bestower of resurrection.
Only in the light of the Resurrection can one comprehend Christ’s
deeds on earth, His love for men and His divinity.

Here is another mystery: How has the belief in the Resurrection of
Christ been preserved through so many centuries?
The key: In the same way that a well rooted tree withstands the
winds, as light is preserved in darkness, and as truth is preserved
amidst lies.
A third mystery: Is the Resurrection of Christ still felt today?
The key: It is powerfully felt, throughout the entire world, Gazing
with the eyes of the spirit at the resurrected Lord, the weak are
strengthened, the sorrowful are comforted, the sad rejoice, sinners
repent, the wicked are corrected, the impure are cleansed, the
persecuted are. encouraged, the despondent hope, sufferers pray, and
those on their deathbeds no longer fear death.
Today the Master spoiled hell and raised the prisoners from all ages
whom it had held in bitter bondage. (from the Paschal canon)
A fourth mystery: What are the conditions for our own resurrection?
The key: To imitate here on earth Christ and His Apostles and al!
these righteous ones who pleased God, according to one’ s strength
and God-given talents. To be humble, modest, compassionate,
merciful, just, peace loving and persistent in every virtue. To pray to
God, to repent of our sins, to constantly correct ourselves... To read
and listen to the Joyous News that is the Gospel of Christ, to accept
every word of the Lore as sacred and to treasure it as a pearl, every
word, every word. To believe all that Christ said, confessed or
promised. And so we can not but have hope that we will rise rise up
in this life from spiritual death, and in the life to come--from eternal
death. Thus spoke the resurrected Lord:
I am the Resurrection and the Life: he that believeth in Me, though
he were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth
in Me shall never die. (John 1 1:25-26)
Let us, therefore, believe in Him, for in Him we shall find all the
conditions for our resurrection.
And so, let us fervently say: I believe, O Lord, help my weak faith.
And with joy let us greet one another, brother to brother
CHRIST IS RISEN! TRULY HE IS RISEN!

