Parish Prayer List (Living)
Evangelos
John
Lawrence
Anthony
Beverly
Nina
Joseph
Reader Mark
Michael
Magdalini
Barbara
Olga

Carolyn
Maria
Dianna
Pauline
David
Walter
Duncan
Jason
Emily
Connie
Yevgeniya
Marina

Alexandra
Christopher
James
Tetiana
Anna
Josephine
Peter
Petrese
Tony
Jeff
Jennifer Mary

(Parish)
Robert
Anamay
Efthalia
Nadja
Michael
Nathan
Thecla
Travis
Clint
Emil
Roman
John

Sharon
Ron
Denny
Jerry
Anastasia
Mary
Michael
Susan Mary
George
Sophia
Ilija
Jonah

(non-Parish)
Rachael
Jessilyn
Fr. Michael
Paige
Nicholas B.
Karin
Helen
Susan K
Brian
Kathy Tanner
Travis, Jr.
Alma
Maria
Michael
Genevieve
Fr. Dan Mahler
Donna
Seraphim
Andrea
Subdcn. Gregory

Amanda
Sean
Meg
Michael C.
Salvatore
Constance K.
Timothy
Constance G.
Evdokia
Juan

Parish Prayer List (Fallen Asleep)
Michael Pilja (+4/7)
Fr. Michael Rosco (+5/15)
Robert Beall (+6/24)

Christine Henn (+4/24)
Michael Urban (+6/21)
Shawn Visconti (+7/21)

Thoughts from the Fathers
Of course, every good deed done for Christ’s sake gives us the
grace of the Holy Spirit, but prayer gives us this grace most of
all, for it is always at hand, as an instrument for acquiring the
grace of the Holy Spirit. For instance, you would like to go to
church, but there’s no church or the service is over; you would
like to give alms to a beggar, but there isn’t one, or you have
nothing to give; you would like to preserve your virginity, but
you have not the strength to do so because of your
temperament, or because of the violence of the wiles of the
enemy, which, because of your human weakness, you cannot
withstand; you would like to do some other good deed for

Christ’s sake, but either you have not the strength or the
opportunity is lacking. This certainly does not apply to prayer.
Prayer is always possible for everyone, rich and poor, noble
and humble, strong and weak, healthy and sick, righteous and
sinful.
Saint Seraphim of Sarov
What does it mean to take up your cross? It means the willing
acceptance, at the hand of Providence of every means of
healing, bitter though it may be, that is offered. Do great
catastrophes fall on you? Be obedient to God's will, as Noah
was. Is sacrifice demanded of you? Give yourself into God's
hands with the same faith as Abram had when he went to
sacrifice his son. Is your property ruined? Do your children die
suddenly? Suffer it all with patience, cleaving to God in your
heart, as Job did. Do your friends forsake you, and you find
yourself surrounded by enemies? Bear it all without grumbling,
and with faith that God’s help is at hand, as the apostles did.
Saint Nikolai Velimirovic
The elder [Sebastian] would say, “It’s neither wine nor women
nor money nor riches that are to blame for our sins and our
passions, as some who wish to justify themselves say, but our
own immoderacy. Drunkards blame wine, fornicators blame
men or women, misers blame money, rich people blame
wealth, and so on. That would mean that if there weren’t wine,
women, money, or riches, then sinners wouldn’t sin.
Everything is created very wisely and wonderfully by God.
But due to unreasonable application and use of these things,
evil is wrought....Find the evil in your self and not in other
people or in things with which you have not been able to deal
with rightly. That’s how a child deals with fire or a sword - he
burns himself or cuts himself.”
Elder Sebastian of Optina
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Synaxis of All Saints of North America
On the second Sunday after Pentecost, each local Orthodox Church
commemorates all the saints, known and unknown, who have shone forth in

its territory. Accordingly, the Orthodox Church in America remembers the
saints of North America on this day.
Saints of all times, and in every country are seen as the fulfillment of God's
promise to redeem fallen humanity. Their example encourages us to "lay
aside every weight, and the sin which so easily besets us" and to "run with
patience the race that is set before us" (Hebrews 12:1). The saints of North
America also teach us how we should live, and what we must expect to
endure as Christians
Although it is a relatively young church, the Orthodox Church in America
has produced saints in nearly all of the six major categories of saints:
Apostles (and Equals of the Apostles); Martyrs (and Confessors); Prophets;
Hierarchs; Monastic Saints; and the Righteous. Prophets, of course, lived in
Old Testament times and predicted the coming of Christ.
The first Divine Liturgy in what is now American territory (northern
latitude 58 degrees, 14 minutes, western longitude 141 degrees) was
celebrated on July 20, 1741, the Feast of the Prophet Elias, aboard the ship
Peter under the command of Vitus Bering. Hieromonk Hilarion Trusov and
the priest Ignatius Kozirevsky served together on that occasion. Several
years later, the Russian merchant Gregory I. Shelikov visited Valaam
monastery, suggesting to the abbot that it would be desirable to send
missionaries to Russian America.
On September 24, 1794, after a journey of 7,327 miles (the longest
missionary journey in Orthodox history) and 293 days, a group of monks
from Valaam arrived on Kodiak Island in Alaska. The mission was headed
by Archimandrite Joasaph, and included Hieromonks Juvenal, Macarius,
and Athanasius, the Hierodeacons Nectarius and Stephen, and the monks
Herman and Joasaph. St Herman of Alaska (December 13, August 9), the
last surviving member of the mission, fell asleep in the Lord in 1837.
Throughout the Church's history, the seeds of faith have always been
watered by the blood of the martyrs. The Protomartyr Juvenal was killed
near Lake Iliamna by natives in 1799, thus becoming the first Orthodox
Christian to shed his blood for Christ in the New World. In 1816, St Peter
the Aleut was put to death by Spanish missionaries in California when he
refused to convert to Roman Catholicism.
Missionary efforts continued in the nineteenth century, with outreach to the
native peoples of Alaska. Two of the most prominent laborers in Christ's
Vineyard were St Innocent Veniaminov (March 31 and October 6) and St
Jacob Netsvetov (July 26), who translated Orthodox services and books into
the native languages. Father Jacob Netsvetev died in Sitka in 1864 after a
life of devoted service to the Church. Father John Veniaminov, after his

wife's death, received monastic tonsure with the name Innocent. He died in
1879 as the Metropolitan of Moscow.
As the nineteenth century was drawing to a close, an event of enormous
significance for the North American Church took place. On March 25,
1891, Bishop Vladimir went to Minneapolis to receive St Alexis Toth (May
7) and 361 of his parishioners into the Orthodox Church. This was the
beginning of the return of many Uniates to Orthodoxy.
St Tikhon (Belavin), the future Patriarch of Moscow (April 7, October 9),
came to America as bishop of the diocese of the Aleutians and Alaska in
September 1898. As the only Orthodox bishop on the continent, St Tikhon
traveled extensively throughout North America in order to minister to his
widely scattered and diverse flock. He realized that the local church here
could not be a permanent extension of the Russian Church. Therefore, he
focused his efforts on giving the American Church a diocesan and parish
structure which would help it mature and grow.
St Tikhon returned to Russia in 1907, and was elected as Patriarch of
Moscow ten years later. He died in 1925, and for many years his exact
burial place remained unknown. St Tikhon's grave was discovered on
February 22, 1992 in the smaller cathedral of Our Lady of the Don in the
Don Monastery when a fire made renovation of the church necessary.
St Raphael of Brooklyn (February 27) was the first Orthodox bishop to be
consecrated in North America. Archimandrite Raphael Hawaweeny was
consecrated by Bishop Tikhon and Bishop Innocent (Pustynsky) at St
Nicholas Cathedral in New York on March 13, 1904. As Bishop of
Brooklyn, St Raphael was a trusted and capable assistant to St Tikhon in his
archpastoral ministry. St Raphael reposed on February 27, 1915.
The first All American Council took place March 5-7, 1907 at Mayfield,
PA, and the main topic was "How to expand the mission." Guidelines and
directions for missionary activity, and statutes for the administrative
structure of parishes were also set forth.
In the twentieth century, in the aftermath of the Russian Revolution,
countless men, women, and children received the crown of martyrdom
rather than renounce Christ. Sts John Kochurov (October 31) and Alexander
Hotovitzky (December 4 and August 7) both served the Church in North
America before going back to Russia. St John became the first clergyman to
be martyred in Russia on October 31, 1917 in St Petersburg. St Alexander
Hotovitzky, who served in America until 1914, was killed in 1937.
In addition to the saints listed above, we also honor those saints who are
known only to God, and have not been recognized officially by the Church.

