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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Coffee Hour Schedule
July 3 – Carolyn Crikis

July 10 – Sharon Piljay

July 17 – Pani Susan

July 24 – Christine Scrantom

We need volunteers for Sundays beginning on July 31.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Schedule of Epistle Readers
July 3 – Billy Scrantom

July 10 – Bob Piljay

July 17 – Van Crikis

July 24 -- Rdr. Mark Wolcho

July 31 -- Misha Shenberger

August 7 – Jeff Robel

Please let me know if you would like to added to the list of
Epistle readers, or if you will not be available on the day when
you are scheduled.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Words from the Fathers
"Once we recognize God as the Creator of every good thing, as
our Father, Provider, and Protector, we must believe in Him
with all our heart and soul. We must have our hope only in
Him, and when we perceive His manifold benefactions, we
shall love Him. And when we love God with all our heart as
the Creator, then we shall also love our neighbor as ourselves,

knowing that we are all brothers - by nature, in Adam; and by
grace, in Christ."
Elder Joseph the Hesychast
"We know that all the sacraments in our Church are
accomplished by calling upon the Divine Names: first of all the
Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The whole of our divine
worship is based on invocation of the Names of God. We do
not ascribe magic power to words as such; but when they are
uttered as a true confession of faith, and in a state of fear of
God, reverence and love, we do, indeed, have God jointly with
His Names."
Archimandrite Sophrony
If you are a scholar, a student in any educational establishment,
or an official in some ministry, an officer in any of the
branches of the military service, or a technologist, a painter, a
sculptor, a manufacturer, a mechanic - remember that the first
science of each one of you is to be a true Christian, to believe
sincerely in the Holy Trinity, to converse daily with God in
prayer, to take part in the Divine services, to observe the rules
and regulations of the Church, and to bear in your heart, before
your work, during your work, and after your work, the name of
Jesus, for He is our light, our strength, our holiness, and our
help.
Saint John of Kronstadt, My Life in Christ
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
The Holy Martyr Jacinthus (Hyacinth), a native of Caesarea
Cappadocia, grew up in a Christian family. The Roman
emperor Trajan made him his "cubicularius" (bedchamberlain).
Once during the time of a pagan festival the emperor
Trajan was feasting in a pagan-temple together with his
companions, eating of the idol-offered food, but the youth
Jacinthus, having remained at the palace, shut himself up in a
small room and prayed fervently to the Lord Jesus Christ. One
of the servants overheard the words of prayer. He made a
denunciation to the emperor, that Jacinthus, entrusted with an

imperial position, did not honour the Roman gods but was
secretly praying to Christ.
They immediately arrested Saint Jacinthus and led him
to Trajan. The emperor demanded that he eat of the idoloffered meat, but the saint bravely refused and declared himself
a Christian. By order of Trajan, they locked up the holy martyr
in prison after fierce tortures, and they exhausted him with
hunger and thirst, so as to force him to eat of idolatrous food.
On the 38th day, one of the guards, bringing the idol-offering
meat, saw Angels alongside the martyr, dressing him in bright
attire and placing on his head a crown.
The torturers decided to continue with the trial over the
saint, but they found him in prison already dead. The twelve
year old Jacinthus died in the year 108 in the city of Rome.
They afterwards transferred the relics of the saint to Caesarea.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
St. Nikolai Velimirovich: A message to Americans
And now let me make an appeal to all our American Orthodox
youth.
America is your cradle and your earthly motherland. It is a
wonderful God’s country, and you are expected to be
wonderful God’s people in this country. Remember that our
greatest contribution to America is of a spiritual and moral
nature. And that is precisely what America needs today. That is
what every Christian country today needs most of all—in
boundless measure. For all nations, especially the Christians
nowadays traveling as if in a wilderness of confusion created
by senseless materialism and its blind daughter atheism. I offer
this to what leading American men and women are saying:
"The only hope for us and for the world is to return to
religion." Again I say: "Our hope is in the Church." You ought
to listen to these words, too, and to ponder them. We live in
very tragic times, which are made more tragic by easy-going
and self-indulgent people who have never read the story of
Sodom, of Laish, or of Capernaum.
If I am correct in my observations, the greatest struggle of

America these days is the struggle for the priority and
superiority of spiritual and moral values over techniques and
technological lordship: in other words, for predominance of the
spiritual over the material, of goodness over cleverness. The
Serbs often say of a clever man: "He is clever as the devil."
They never say: "He is good as the devil."
America is constantly sounding the sympathetic watchwords:
"dignity of man" and "liberty of men and nations." But the
deepest meaning of these watchwords can be found in the
sacred teaching of Him without Whom we can do nothing.
That meaning is found most explicitly in the threefold program
of our Orthodox Church: spiritual vision, moral discipline, and
competition in doing good.
For the dignity of man—in other words, the superior value of
man—has real and eternal meaning only if you know and
acknowledge the Kingdom of Heaven as the true fatherland of
all men, from which we originated and to which we are
returning as children of one common Father, Who is in heaven.
And freedom is most useful, joyful, and sacred if you exercise
moral discipline over yourself and practice competition in
doing good.
These are the fundamentals upon which you can build your
individual and communal happiness. And you have received
these fundamentals as a glorious heritage, never to part with.
By practicing this spiritual heritage in your daily life, you will
become an adornment to America. And through you all
Americans will come to know and appreciate our ancient
Church of the East and her spiritual heroes, whom we are
praising today.

